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It is a pity that Sivaji's relations with the
Muslim kings were not always cordial, but no
one can deny the fact that he was an empire
builder. It is, however, to be remembered that
his empire did not last long. This was due to
many reasons. In the first place, it was due to
the fact that all the time that Sivaji lived there
were constant fights, with the result that no
attention could be paid to the growth of com-
merce or the increase of the wealth of the people.
In the second place, no attempt was made to
educate the people and to consolidate them.
In the third place, there was too much intrigue
at the court, and this naturally weakened the
moral tone of the court as wdOf as of society.
Sivaji himself was a man of great courage
and enterprise. In his private life he was a model
for many persons of his generation. He was a
** devoted son, a loving father and an attentive
husband "* He was very religious. He loved to
hear readings from the holy books and was fond
of hymns and religious stories. He always felt
veiy happy in the company of holy persons, and
was especially devoted to Tukaram and Ramdas,
the two most famous saints of Maharashtra.
Several times he tried to get Ttikaram to stay at
his court, but the saint would not agree. In spite
of everything, lie found time to listen quite
often to recitals from the holy books. Upon
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